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﻿Worcester Dec 2_nd_ 1847


Dear Marianne-
        Rejoice with me! God helps those who
help themselves! Wisdom & perseverance
will secure the triumph of a noble pur-
pose. Monday I left Boston at 2 ¼ o’clock P.M.
I reached Worcester about 5 o’clock, went to the
office of the _Christian Citizen_ where I found our
true & cordial friend Mr Butterfield, who at once
invited me home with him to Messrs Sawyer &
Tredwell’s house. I found them on the point of
breaking up housekeeping but glad to see me & to feed
me of their board. I stayed with them until this
morning when Mr B & myself took leave of them as
Mr T’s folks were to leave for Exeter in the afternoon
& all the household would then be broken up
& Mr S’s folks would be packing up for the South.
On Tuesday I sauntered about town among
the Protectionists & working men, found I could
not lecture until Wednesday Evening. Every
body but the working men told me Worcester was a
hard place - that I couldn't do anything. I got a list
of person belonging to the Union whom it was proba-
ble might subscribe for the Voice but dared not
ask a man to subscribe for it: so that nothing appa
rently was done Tuesday. I [‘gan?] feeling [stretched?]
about the closing up of the week for the Voice
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I went to bed with the determination that I would in the
morning, see what impression ~~I~~ could be made upon
the working men of Worcester. I spent the day until
2 ½ o’clock in one or two machine shops. I got subscrip
tion to the amount of six dollars.
In the meantime my proposal to lecture before
the Protective Union was warmly seconded, & the
largest hall in town, capable of holding 2000 was
engaged & 500 handbills were circulated. But
as it happened boys distributed them, & the result
was that not one quarter of the people knew any
thing about it. We all concluded the meeting 
would be a failure - that not fifty persons would
be there. But we were agreeably surprised with an
audience of between 3 & four hundred. I was very for-
tunate in my manner of approaching my audience &
my subject. I never spoke to a more interested & at-
tentative audience.
Today, I have visited the same shops which I did yester
day, & have obtained about $15. in subscriptions & there
are hosts of large establishments that I have not vis-
ited at all. But the people were so much pleased
with the lecture last night that they are determined
to have another soon & they will spare no pains to have
it notified- will pay me for coming here- & I have
no doubt that I can after that, obtain double the
number I now have of subscribers. I shall spend
all the time which I possibly can tomorrow before going
to Springfield in obtaining subs-
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Mr Greeley’s excellent notice of the Voice in his
Tribune of Dec 1 was a real encouragement to me
But our paper is nothing so good as I could make
it if I had nothing to do but attend to the editorial
department.
The rain has poured to-day incessantly, but I have not
minded it at all, except when I thought of you alone
at home & in suffering. If you were but well, I could
bear the temporary separation, in the prospect of be
ing able to put our paper on a permanent and pay
ing basis in a comparatively short time: but as it is,
I am sure that you feel with me, need of the sacrifice
& trust with me, in the hope, that thereby, we are working ef
fectually for the realization of good to our race.
If I go to Springfield, I shall probably not be at
home before Wednesday or Thursday.
Dearest, Keep your spirit & active life open to the _Universal_
to the acceptance of good from everywhere & let us be
as joyful that ~~may~~ others seek to find their complement in us however
humble they may be, as we are joyful to find ourselves com
pleted in those to whom we look up with love & trust.
The more I find myself penetrated with the feeling of hu
man solidarity, the more do I find it impossible to be in
different to any human or living thing. The watch of an
gels be over thee, folded in the mantle of my love! & so
good night. Love to all
                Ever your John


[page break]


[address]


Mrs. Marianne D. Orvis
        Jamaica Plain
                Roxbury
                        Mass</pre>
